328             AFTER    THESE    MANY    QUESTS
Field-Marshal, who had always set the fashion among commanders by taking the war correspondents into his confidence, and utilising their services as he would those of any other branch of the Army proper, kept us waiting only a short time in a handsomely furnished room where we sat on plush chairs. I was intrigued by the pictures of racing at Epsom, Ascot, Newmarket and Ipswich with which the good baron had decked his walls; also with those of the Hanoverian kings of England. Whether these had still been on the wall during the war, I do not know for certain, but I think they had. The owner was, at that time, a displaced person living in the local Gasthof.
"Monty" (like the troops, we never called him anything else among ourselves) entered wearing light-brown corduroy trousers and an open khaki shirt. He talked in his brusque, somewhat humourless but friendly manner about many things, answered innumerable questions, seemed unwilling for us to publish anything and then, under persuasion, agreed, provided we used discretion. Nowadays much that he said seems dated and unimportant. I particularly remember the seriousness with which we questioned him, and he answered, on the subject of fraternisation, or "fratting" as the troops called it.
"My first suggestion," he said, "was that we should have some system by which a soldier when he met a nice lady could say ' Good morning' and then pass on. I discussed it with General Eisenhower, but we both agreed that, as the soldier might not pass on, this was impracticable. Then we discussed the question of allowing the soldiers to play with little children. The difficulty was to define the age of a little child. A girl of nineteen is not a child. G.eneral Eisenhower suggested under twelve, his staff said under eight. We came to the conclusion that we had far better leave it.
" If ever a nation has brought misery to millions of people it is the German nation. If you think of that for a moment I don't think you can suddenly go hobnobbing with all those frightful people."
Yet eventually the troops, who realise that you cannot reform a nation by ignoring them and whose good nature was irrepressible, found the strain of " non-fratting " in theirTheon-smoker,tone Hoor thirty feet below, afterwards dying in hospital from his injuries. He thus emulated Goering and cheated allied justice.shed in 1945, to which I have also referred.  On the other hand
